
 
 

Cabinets of 
Curiosity 
Sept 2017-TBD 

Cabinets of Curiosity has been given new 
life in the East Gallery. The exhibit has a 
new home until the new Post WWII exhibit 
takes shape, most likely in late fall 2018. 
Cabinets fit perfectly into this space. The 
windows of the gallery are beautiful and 
bring in a lot of natural light. Natural light, 
while beautiful is not the best for artifacts, 
and this small cluster exhibit works well. in 
the space.  

THE CURATORIAL REPORT 
 Katey Moore Curator of Exhibits/Fall 2017 

The Post WWII exhibit has been moved to 
the East Gallery. It still contains the majority 
of the items from the previous exhibit. Fall 
of 2018 we are planning to open a new 
expanded exhibition along the exterior wall 
of the East Gallery. The items were taken 
out of the hallway into the Barnard Gallery, 
which will now house a large wall panel 
detailing the history of the Historical Society 
and Museum Campus, as well as a large map 
of the interior of the museum.  

Post WWII  
Relocation 
Sept 2017-TBD 

Fall Projects 
This fall has been all about the back of the house, 
specifically the collections department. I have spent the 
majority of the month getting Collections into shape in 
the event of a new intern. We have also been busy 
planning and hosting museum events this fall. I am 
looking forward to getting back to exhibits and putting 
my attention towards finalizing the exhibition schedule 
for the last half of 2018-2019.  

Holiday Pop-up  
Exhibit 
Gallery of Trees 2017 
 

We have already received a loan for our 
seasonal exhibit (Thanks, Bob!).  Each 
exhibit case will have one of our 
gingerbread houses on top, and maps will 
be provided at the front for visitors. We 
provide so many fun things for guests to do, 
and this will be sort of like a scavenger hunt! 
I can’t wait to start working on this exhibit!  
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Collections  

Management Policy  
Part of my Collections Month 
goal was to get a Collections 
Management policy written. This living 
document gives staff something to fall back on 
when working with possible donations. It is also 
something the public can access if need be 
regarding why we acquire certain objects and not 
others. I reached out to some acquaintances at 
other Small-scale museums and they sent me 
their policies. I also used the book “ Things 
Great and Small: Collections Management 
Policies” to come up with the first draft, and 
with the help of Jack, Roberta, and Connie, that 
draft has become a fully formed Policy.  We 
have also redesigned all of the forms for the 
Collections Department.  

 Successful Museum 
Management Course  

• Wk1: Team Building: We discussed how to 
build a team for a specific project and how to 
project manage and stay on task. 

• Wk2: Mission and Vision: Our class took a 
look at Mission and Vision Statements and 
how they fit into the financial, internal, 
experience, and market goals of the 
institution.  

• Wk3: Strategic Plan: Our teams began drafting 
Strategic and marketing plans for our 
museums as well as making organizational 
structure charts.  

• Wk4: Museum Revenue: We discussed the 
elements of overall value including financial, 
service and marketing value and how to 
translate that into goods and services.  

• Wk5: Marketing and Branding: Our teams 
submitted a marketing plan for our *Final 
project “Hire a Curator by 2020”  

• Wk6: Evaluation: How institutions define 
success and how to create a logic model to 
measure success of a certain aspect of the 
institution. 

• Wk7: Finance and Budget:  We discussed the 
different tiers of finance organization and 
what kind of financial statements we will see.  

• FINAL PROJECT: For my final project for 
my certification, I have been working on a 
project with three of my classmates, from this 
year’s Strategic Plan. My teammates and I are 
working on a strategy to implement the 
Kankakee Museum’s “Hire a Curator by 
2020” program. We are addressing 
fundraising, recruiting, training and a strategic 
plan for staffing.  We will be presenting this 
on November 28th and then we will be 
handing it over to the Board of directors. 
Connie has been incredibly helpful in the 
process and has given me access to whatever I 
may need.  

Collections  

Department Month 
My main goal for this fall was to get 
the Collections Department 
organized. As of October, ALL incoming artifacts were 
cataloged and put into home locations. Some of the 
items on the shelves in the office had spent quite a lot of 
time in limbo and it was incredible to get them all sorted 
and finally in new home locations. The collections files 
were also alphabetized and all Deed of Gift forms that 
we have been scanned and placed into alphabetical filing 
folders. With the help of Ken, all of the shelving units in 
the West Storage Room are accessible. There were many 
items such as chairs and strollers preventing access to 
the item on the back shelves. These larger pieces have 
been moved to the Small home for storage, and now, 
collections staff can access areas much easier. We also 
added framed storage with supports made by Ken, so all 
of the framed artifacts are in one safe location. 
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Monthly Odds and 
Ends  

ComEd’s Energy Efficiency Program 
allows them to assign contractors to 
Nonprofits that can come out and 
assess the buildings lighting and energy 
efficiency. They also offer incentives to 
those institutions that will work with the 
contractor to make the building more 
energy efficient. We had someone from 
Verdae Sustainable Solutions come out 
and assess every single lighting fixture 
and bulb in the museum. She noted that 
the lighting fixtures in our offices are 
actually the biggest drain on our 
electricity. They submitted a plan to 
help us become more energy efficient 
and it is currently in review.  

I attended the KCC job fair to look for 
potential interns. We had a couple 
promising candidates.  

Vicky from the Kankakee Public Library 
and I have been brainstorming ideas for 
a Little Free Library partnership. (More 
to follow) 

A week of October was spent doing an 
“Exhibition Spruce’. Labels were re-
made where needed, objects were 
straightened within their cases and cases 
were moved out for Artisan Fair and 
Gallery of Trees.  

Ken installed a new portion to hang the 
Walker rods in the west storage room, 
and the fixtures were put in a large tote 
for more efficient exhibit construction.  

Much event prep and tear down was 
done this fall. Murder Mystery in the 
Museum and Artisan Faire went well 
and we had a lot of help tearing down 
both events. Thank you to our 
volunteers!  

New maps and more efficient way 
finding signage has been ordered 
throughout the Museum and will be put 
up this month.  

 

 

Our instagram has gained 10 followers this month. 

Acquisition of the 
Month 
The most unique artifact we 
have acquired this month is a 
Finger Printing Kit from the 
1930s. The Donor’s 
grandfather performed 
fingerprinting for city of 
Kankakee. The case is very comprehensive and includes 
brushes, ink and manuals from the 1920s and 1930s. 
The item is in the process of being accessioned and 
cataloged.  


